A topological space will be called follow from other theorems, because both countably compact spaces and collectionwise normal spaces are pointwise collectionwise normal. Due to the structural difference between the metacompact spaces and the
6-refinable spaces, the existential approach employed by Arens and Dugundj does not lend i t s e l f t o the proof of Worrell and Wicke's Theorem ( i i ) .
I t i s the primary purpose of this paper to provide a proof, by construction, of Worrell and Wicke's Theorem ( i i ) . Accordingly, many of the results of Christian can be restated in the setting of 6-refinable and weakly 6-refinable spaces [ 2 ] . A characterization of irreducible spaces in terms of discrete collections of closed sets i s presented. Some open questions relating to irreducibility are posed at the end of this paper.
For a collection of sets M , M * will denote the union of the sets in M .
2.
Theorems The ordering, < , of the double subscripts is defined as follows: Let V ±1 = iv^1 : a € A ± , V^1 t 0> . For each a t^, let
Let ,
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In general, for any kn , l e t indicates. In particular, irreducibility is not weakly hereditary.
However, since weakly 6-refinable spaces with closed sets G? are hereditarily subparacompact, the following additional comment can be made relative to Theorem 3-5 of [7] . The weakly 9-refinable, but not 9-refinable modifications of Bing's Example G, presented by Burke [5] , remain irreducible. Variations of the constructive proof of Theorem 2.1 have not yielded an answer to the question:
Is every weakly Q-refinable space irreducible?
An affirmative answer to this question would answer two more restricted questions:
Is an N -compact weakly Q-refinable space Lindelb'f?
Is a countably compact weakly Q-refinable space compact?
Also, the mapping properties of 9-refinable and weakly 9-refinable spaces remain as open questions. It is known that Arhangel'skii's class MOBI contains a space which is not countably 9-refinable [4] , but whether every space in MOBI is weakly 9-refinable remains unanswered. Thus the additional question arises:
What are the mapping properties of irreducible spaces?
In particular, is every space in Arhangel'skit's class MOBI irreducible?
